Al Akhawayn University

School of Humanities and Social Sciences

PHI 2301 01 Philosophical Thought

Summer 2012
MTWThF 9:30 – 10:50
Instructor: Carlos Jacques

Office: B. 07/112
Office Hours: MTWTh 11:00-12:30
Course Description:
The central objective of this course is to introduce students to philosophy.  This will be done from essentially two perspectives, namely, historical and comparative.  What may be called “philosophy” presents an extraordinary wealth of ways of thinking about reality, both human and non-human.  And this diversity varies across time and place.  The aim will be thus to offer different portraits of philosophy with the hope that we may come to a greater understanding of who we are and the world we live in. 

Course Requirements:
1. 1st Essay
2. Final, 2nd Essay

3. Participation
4. Final Exam

Course Evaluation:
1st Essay:

30% 

Final, 2nd Essay:
40%

Participation:

10%
Exam:
 

20%
Course Readings:
Plato, The Last Days of Socrates, London: Penguin, 2007.  
Plato, The Republic, London: Penguin, 2003. 
Photocopies (works presented in the order to be treated in class):
1. (A Selection of Pre-Socratic Writings)

2. Immanuel Kant, “An Answer to the Question: ‘What is Enlightenment?’”, in Kant: Political Writings, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, [1784] 1991.
3. Immanuel Kant, “Idea for a Universal History with a Cosmopolitan Purpose”, in Kant: Political Writings, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, [1784] 1991.

4. Voltaire, Treatise on Tolerance, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, [1763] 2000.

5. Immanuel Kant, “Groundwork of the Metaphysics of Morals” [1785], in Kessler, Gary E. ed., Voices of Wisdom: A Multicultural Philosophy Reader.  5th ed.  Belmont, CA: Wadsworth, 2004.

6. John Stuart Mill, “What is Utilitarianism?” [1863], in Kessler, Gary E. ed., Voices of Wisdom: A Multicultural Philosophy Reader.  5th ed.  Belmont, CA: Wadsworth, 2004.

7. Jean-Paul Sartre, Existentialism is a Humanism [1946], (http://www.marxists.org/reference/archive/sartre/works/exist/sartre.htm).
8. John Locke, Two Treatises of Government, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, [1689] 1988.

9. Karl Marx and Frederick Engels, “Manifesto of the Communist Party”, in Karl Marx, Later Political Writings, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, [1848] 1996.
10. Mary Wollstonecraft, “Of the Pernicious Effects which Arise from the Unnatural Distinctions Established in Society”, A Vindication of the Rights of Woman, [1792], in Ann E. Cudd and Robin O. Andreasen, eds., Feminist Theory: A Philosophical Anthology.  Malden MA: Blackwell, 2005.

11. John Stuart Mill, “The Subjugation of Women” [1869], in Ann E. Cudd and Robin O. Andreasen, eds., Feminist Theory: A Philosophical Anthology.  Malden MA: Blackwell, 2005.

12. Simone de Beauvoir, “Introduction from The Second Sex”, The Second Sex, [1949], in Ann E. Cudd and Robin O. Andreasen, eds., Feminist Theory: A Philosophical Anthology.  Malden MA: Blackwell, 2005.

13. Judith Butler, “Performative Arts and Gender Constitution: An Essay in Phenomenology and Feminist Theory”, Theatre Journal, Vol. 40, No. 4, 1988, pp. 519-531. (JSTOR)

14. René Descartes, “Meditations I and II”, Meditations on First Philosophy [1641], in Kessler, Gary E. ed., Voices of Wisdom: A Multicultural Philosophy Reader.  5th ed.  Belmont, CA: Wadsworth, 2004.

15. Friedrich Nietzsche, “On Truth and Lying in a Non-Moral Sense” [1873], in Guess, Raymond and Speirs, Ronald eds., Friedrich Nietzsche, The Birth of Tragedy and Other Writings, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1999.
Course Schedule:

Wk 1 (June 4): Introduction to Philosophy: Socrates’ Defence of Philosophy (Readings: Plato’s Apology, Euthyphro; (1)Presocratic Philosophers; (2)Kant)
Wk 2 (June 11): Plato’s Republic 
(To be read and discussed during the course of the semester, complemented by supplementary readings of various philosophical texts which address some of the central themes of philosophy, as raised in Plato’s work.)
Wk 3 (June 18): Moral Cosmopolitanism (Readings: (3)Kant); Aesthetics and Censorship: The Politics of Art (Readings: (4)Voltaire)

Wks 4 (June 25): Ethics: What is Goodness?  (Readings: (5)Kant; (6)Mill; (7)Sartre); Politics: What is Justice? (Readings: (8)Locke; (9)Marx and Engels)

Wk 5-6 (July 2): Sex and Gender: The Equality of Men and Women and Beyond
(Readings: (10)Wollstonecraft; (11)Mill; (12)de Beauvoir; (13)Butler); Metaphysics and Epistemology: What is Real and How do We Know it?
(Readings: (14)Descartes; (15)Nietzsche); Conclusion
Exams: 17-18 July
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	Title 
	Author
	status 
	Call Number

	The Last Days of Socrates
	Plato
	Available at M6L 
	 B358 .T7 2003  

	The Republic
	Plato
	Available at M6L 
	 JC71.P35 1974  

	An Answer to the Question: ‘What is Enlightenment?’
	Immanuel Kant
	Available at M6L 
	 B2758 .G74 1999  

	Treatise on Tolerance
	Voltaire
	Available at M6L 
	 B2173 .T742E5 2000

	Groundwork of the Metaphysics of Morals
	Immanuel Kant
	Available at M6L 
	 B2766.E6 G7 2008  

	Existentialism is a Humanism 
	Jean-Paul Sartre
	Available at M6L 
	 B819 .S3213 2007  

	Two Treatises of Government
	John Lock
	Available at M6L 
	 JC153.L8 1988  

	On Truth and Lying in a Non-Moral Sense
	Friedrich Nietzsche
	Available at M6L 
	 BC171 .T75 2005

	Idea for a Universal History with a Cosmopolitan Purpose
	Immanuel Kant
	Not available 
	 

	What is Utilitarianism?
	John Stuart Mill
	Not available 
	 

	Manifesto of the Communist Party
	Karl Marx and Frederick Engels
	Not available 
	 

	Of the Pernicious Effects which Arise from the Unnatural Distinctions Established in Society
	Mary Wollstonecraft
	Not available 
	 

	The Subjugation of Women
	John Stuart Mill
	Not available 
	 

	Introduction from The Second Sex
	Simone de Beauvoir
	Not available 
	 

	Performative Arts and Gender Constitution: An Essay in Phenomenology and Feminist Theory
	Judith Butler
	Not available 
	 

	Meditations I and II
	René Descartes
	Not available 
	 


